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CONTEXT   

Los Tuxtlas

o Tropical Rainforest
o Open pastures
o Fragmented landscape

o Project start: 2006

o Oj. Restore ecological interactions
- seed dispersal processes 
- Movement of plants and animals
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An extreme dry season in 2007 killed 72% of the seedlings. 
Survival of six pioneer species and 12 late successional 

species was mainly explained by: 
1. the initial basal diameter at the time of sowing 
2. soil depth for pioneers 
3. the elevation position on the slope for late succession.
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The richness, biomass and 
composition of bats did not differ 

between treatments
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Richness and abundance differed by treatment

• Insectivores > other trophic guilds
• Territoriality of frugivore birds?
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Plantings with animal-dispersed species more closely approximated the 
primary forest than plantings of wind-dispersed species or controls.
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• Many sites with long periods of intensive management, such 
as cattle pastures, do not easily recover species composition 
and density.

• Strategically designed plantations can restore ecological 
interactions and species diversity

• Integrate rare species or those that are unlikely to arrive on 
their own in the plantations.

• THERE ARE NO IDEAL RESTORATION STRATEGIES FOR ALL 
CONTEXTS

… we need to promote other ways of agriculture 

CONCLUSIONES  
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